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LOOK OUT- Isaac Ybarra practices hammer throw daily even though the season
hasn’t even started. He plans to qualify for Nationals again this year.

By JOEY GOMEZ
The Pan American

Utah University, where he monitored the program’s budget,
and coordinated team travel and recruiting.
Last season, Dolan was an assistant coach at the College of
The University of Texas-Pan American’s first-year assistant Southern Idaho, one of the top junior college basketball promen’s basketball coach Brian Dolan is a renaissance man of grams in the country. The Golden Eagles have appeared in 20
sorts.
national tournaments and have won two national titles. In its
Prior to his arrival at UTPA in early July, Dolan has seen
38-year history, the Southern Idaho program
various aspects of the sport as a basketball
has achieved a 1070-200 record. CSI finished
recruiter, coach, and team coordinator.
23-11 last season after losing in the second
These are the skills that Dolan brings with
round of the National Junior College Men’s
him for the Broncs’ upcoming 2004-2005
Basketball Tournament in Hutchinson, Ks.
basketball season that begins Nov. 23
Dolan joins a Bronc program that went 14against Texas A&M-International at the
14 overall last season and averaged 71.6
Field House.
points a game, in front of an average home
Citing a strong attraction to the profescrowd of 1,889 fans per game.
sionalism of a Division I program, Dolan
Dolan is upbeat and positive about the
called the undertaking of certain duties a
upcoming season and thinks the Broncs will
“gut check,,” as college ball encompasses a
have good senior leadership this year with
wide range of duties.
the return of 5-foot-10 senior point guard
“It gives you a complete view of the
Sergio Sánchez.
job,” Dolan said. “(From) meeting with
“I can’t predict wins or losses,” Dolan
media, people, and boosters to keeping up
said. “But I know I can predict that every
with the kids.”
night when we walk on that floor we’re going
ASSISTANT COACH
Dolan handles outside recruiting and
to give it our all… to try to win every game
BRIAN DOLAN
manages operating budget costs aside from
we can.”
his duties as one of three assistant coaches for the Broncs.
The Broncs begin practice in mid-October and training
Dolan began his career as an administrative assistant at officially gets going with “Midnight Madness” Oct. 16.
Oral Roberts (1998) and Southwest Missouri State (1999“My family and I are excited to be here,” Dolan said. “ The
2000), but said his limited role in those programs cut his community has been great since we arrived and we’re lookchance at on-floor coaching or outside recruiting.
ing forward to being here, and continuing to build the proHe served as assistant coach from 2001-2003 at Southern gram in the direction its been going the last couple of years.”
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that allows him to do better every year. He also said that
By DARYL GONZALES
he always had people who believed in him and have
The Pan American
influenced his career.
After qualifying for nationals in the hammer throw
“I have a great family that always told me to do my
event last year for the University of Texas-Pan best,” Ybarra said. “Coach Vaughn has been very supAmerican track and field team, senior Isaac Ybarra portive.”
looks to push the mark further.
Ybarra says that he’s happy with what he has accomWhile attending Sharyland High School, Ybarra set
plished over the years, but he is still hoping to
the school record in the shot put, and
improve in order to make his last year at
earned All-district and All-Rio Grande
UTPA the best. Every day he goes out in the
Valley honors. He also placed fifth at
sun trying to get better, and not just lounge
the Class 5A regional championships in
around.
discus.
“I don’t come out here for nothing,” Ybarra
Now as a senior at UTPA, Ybarra has
said. “I might as well do my best while I’m
won many first and second place medals
out here burning up.”
over the past three years. He also has the
Vaughn also said that it has been a good
school record for the 35-pound weight
recruiting season and the men’s team looks to
throw at a mark of 58-8 in the shot put.
do some damage this year. He really expects
After having qualified for nationals in
Ybarra to contribute more than ever.
ISAAC YBARRA
the hammer throw last year, the
“If he stays on the same track this year, I
Edinburg native knows what to expect.
think that he’s going to throw very well this year,”
“Last year was a pretty good learning experience,” Vaughn said. “Hope he can be All-American indoors
Ybarra said. “Every year you get better and you learn.” and outdoors.”
Coach Vaughn said that Ybarra was one of those guys
This year Ybarra looks to improve on his personal
that takes those extra steps to become a better athlete, bests, and make another run at nationals. He will be
and that’s why he has been able to become successful in throwing the hammer during the indoor meets, and
what he does. He watches videos and puts in the hours. doing the weight throw and shot put during indoors.
“He’s a very determined individual that’s not going to Even though the season hasn’t officially started, Ybarra
let the small things get in his way,” Vaughn said. “He has plans after it’s over.
has become a student of the sport.”
“I may try to go professional,” Ybarra said. “If I don’t
The Sharyland standout says that it’s self-motivation get the marks, I might just go to med-school.”

New hoops coach ready to begin

See Page 3
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UTPA record-holder set for final year

Delisa Guadarrama/The Pan American

Remembrance of a respected professor

PAN AMERICAN
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Men’s golf finishes 9th in Nebraska

Franco Caballero/The Pan American

Reynosa, Tamaulipas illuminated with fireworks as it celebrates Independence Day.

The men’s golf team kicked off the latest season on the road
Tuesday, finishing ninth of 12 teams at the Fairway Club
Invitational in Lincoln, NE.
Freshman Kyle Tudi finished with the highest placing (36th)
after shooting for a cumulative total of 237 (81-80-76) in three
rounds. Sophomore Colin Norris tied for 40th place and a 240
total (81-82-77) after three rounds. Freshman A.J. Hohn shot a
three round total of 244 (84-76-84) and placed 49th.
Junior Craig Berger shot 246 (80-85-81) and finished tied for
52nd. Freshman Alvaro Gonzalez finished with a total score of
257 (92-83-82) and placed 61st. In individual action, freshman
Jeff Hensley finished 64th with a score of 271 (89-103-79).
The Broncs play again at the Stonebridge Invitational hosted
by Southern Methodist University Oct. 4

Broncs take third in San Marcos
Junior college transfer Hector Gondara took first place at the
Texas State Invitational in San Marcos last week, finishing the
8K race in 27:01.00 and helping the Broncs to a third-place finish in the five-team race.
Sophomore David Trevino finished closest to Gondara in
10th place with a time of 28:26.00. Beto Alvarado finished
23rd (30:13.00) and Jason Tejada followed him in 24th place
with a time of 30:19.00.
The Lady Broncs finished third, out of seven, with Bertha
Castillo leading UTPA womenís cross country by finishing 4800
meters in 8th place with a time of 19:10.00. Junior Dannely
Flores followed, finishing with a time of 19:34.00 in 14th place.

Mexico
celebrates!!!

By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

UTPA SPORTS UPDATE

September 16, 2004

“Viva Mexico Viva!!!” was chanted last
night as midnight rolled through in all of
the plazas and zocalos in Mexico, and the
celebration of Independence Day began.
With fireworks, flags waving, and lots
and lots of antojitos (Mexican food),
citizens in Reynosa, Tamaulipas welcomed
Sept. 16 with joy in La Plaza Principal in
the center of the city. Like in Reynosa, all
other cities and towns celebrated the same
way in their own plazas big or small,
listening to their mayor ring the bell of
freedom and hear the holler of power with
each “viva.”
September is a month where Mexican
patriotism is seen. Not only is Sept. 16 the
day of Mexican Independence, but also
before that on Sept. 13, Mexico celebrates
young heroes “Los Niños Heroes,” who
battled until their death in the Castillo de
Chapultepec during the war against the
United States in 1846-48. And now, at

least this year, Sept. 15 was celebrated to
commemorate the first time the Mexican
National Anthem was sung, 150 years ago.
Even though through the years Mexico
has been faced with unforeseen casualties,
wars, conquests and the loss of major
territory, events strong enough to suppress
pride, they still have days like today to
celebrate liberation from Spanish
conquest.
With the anniversary of the national
anthem, various media sources made it
their mission to get all of Mexico to sing
the anthem at exactly noon Wednesday. It
was a day of pride in each word sung, a
day where Mexican patriotism and the love
of country were from the mouths of its
inhabitants. Many looked forward to the
event because of how it was going to bring
the nation to act as one.
“Mexicanos a grito de guerra…el acero
aprestad y el bridon…y retiemble en sus
centros la tierra…al sonoro rugir del
cañon…,” (Mexicans to the shout of
war…to prepare your weapons and

See MEXICO page 2

New shuttle eases parking dilemma
By ANGELA I CANALES
The Pan American
Where do I park?
This question is one that many students at the university
ask themselves every day when arriving to campus.
In the last few years, parking has become one of the
hottest topics at UTPA. There is now, however, a new
alternative for students. The university is trying to
implement a shuttle service to help students get from their
car to their classes on time.
“It happened really fast,” said Eddie Morin, UTPA parking
manager. “I had been proposing it for a couple of years. Our
new president wanted something done right away and pretty
much got it right away.”
The process of implementing a shuttle service was done
very quickly and still in beginning stages.
“It happened within a few weeks,” said Morin. "A
committee was formed to look at the types of shuttles we
should get and the routes and so forth and before we knew it
they sent a couple of guys up to Houston and they bought
two shuttles and now we have been discussing some of the
routes.”
Morin explained that he feels students need to be more
aware of where parking is available, and that with this new

service it will be easier for them to arrive on time by taking that need to be discussed before expanding the routes.
“It is just two stops. We would like to do other routes but
the shuttle.
“A big problem is that students are not informed of the traffic would really slow down the shuttle,” Morin said.
parking areas. I see students circling around for half an hour “Depending on how this works out and the demand for it, I
think the president would like to expand
where they could park at a further lot and walk
on it.”
in 10 minutes and they could save themselves
The new service will not, however, be
that headache of circling lots waiting for other
available all day. There are certain time
students to leave,” Morin said. “I think the
frames.
problem is educating, and that is what we are
“They are looking at the hours, but
working on right now, trying to educate the
mainly it will be in the morning from
students better, direct them where to go.”
about eight to about two or three in the
For now, the shuttle will only be taking one
afternoon, for now, this is all very
route, from the Edinburg Baseball Stadium area
temporary," Morin said. “We are going to
to the Heath Physical Education building.
play with it because it is something new to
“It will be a back-and-forth route just coming
us nobody really has any experience with
and going. Hopefully it shouldn’t take more
something like this.”
than eight minutes, we don’t know for sure yet,
The new shuttle service is still in its
but the round trip doesn’t take more than eight
trial period and was a “quick fix” for the
minutes,” Morin explained. “If we have one
route operational it will come around every Melissa Martinez/The Pan American parking problem. The idea was first
brought to Morin’s attention by the
eight minutes if we get both of them
operational, the shuttles should be available Pictured is one out of two shuttle Student Government Association as a
buses that will be used to transport
solution for the parking problem.
every 4-5 minutes.”
students to campus from their
“About a year ago I met with SGA, and
For now the plan is to take this one route to
parking lots away from campus.
see how it works. There are also other issues
See SHUTTLE page 12
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continued from page 1

horses…and the world thunders in its
center…like the loud noise of a canyon)
was serenaded in all of Mexico, north and
south, from radio stations, to schools,
government buildings and private
businesses. Mexican President Vicente
Fox and wife Marta Sahagun also sang,
along with 179 children in the Alcazar del
Castillo de Chapultepec in Mexico City.
National anthems are written and
composed to bring respect and loyalty to
the country. The Mexican Anthem is no
exception.
TRANSLATION
Although there are two versions of the
anthem, the official and the extended fulllength, the official carries the main theme
and chorus of what the writer intended it
to be. The anthem illustrates this in a
similar form, for Mexicans to be ready for
war by preparing their weapons and
horses, for the earth will quake in the
centers of the war at the sound of the
canyon.
In the next paragraph it says the
archangel of peace will place a crown of
olive leaves on the nation because God
wrote your infinite destiny in the heavens
with his own hand, and more still when an
enemy invades the territory and steps one
foot in their land. It says to remember the
nation dearly that the heavens have given
you a soldier in each Mexican. And it
continues, to fight without mercy against
those who wish to stain the symbols of the
nation; to fight for our flag we will wet

with our own blood; to fight everywhere
the canyons’ horrible sound will imitate
the echoes that will sound like the words:
union and liberty.
It then follows with, nation before your
sons get disarmed and dominated by the
enemy they will spread their blood on the
ground leaving a print. And the temples,
palaces, and towers will fall with a loud
noise, and its ruins will bring back
memories that brave people were there
before. And it continues by saying, nation
your sons promise you to give you their
last breath if the cornet loudly calls us to
battle we will go for you. It will be a
glorious remembrance of your heroes, for
you a victory, for them a tomb for their
honor.
The anthem’s powerful words reflect
what the people felt then for their country,
and what the citizens now have opted to
follow, and the government made sure to
find the words that best suited the pride
they had for their country.
HISTORY
The anthem was chosen after a long
elimination process that stopped when the
Mexican people and its president were
happy with the lyrics and the music
chosen. The history of the anthem started
Nov. 12, 1853 when the Mexican
government under President Antonio
Lopez de Santa Anna started a contest to
find lyrics. Many were presented, but the
ones chosen were that of Francisco
Gonzalez Bocanegra from San Luis

Potosi. The music went through the same
process and after three months on Feb.
1854, the Mexican government created
another contest to find the music, and
Jaime Nuno from Spain won.
The anthem was sung for the first time
Sept. 15, 1854 in the Antonio Lopez de
Santa Anna theatre in Mexico City, where
the writer assisted and the composer
directed the band. But it wasn’t until May
1943 that it was made official by President
Manuel Avila Camacho. Before that date
the anthem had only been sung once after
1854, on May 5, 1862 when the troops of
General Ignacio Zaragoza fought in
Puebla against French invaders, marking
another important national holiday, Cinco
de Mayo.
Now, the anthem is sung and learned in
every school private or not, and recited in
all governmental functions. Like Fox said
in Spanish on Wednesday, “We are
remembering Gonzalez Bocanegra and
Jamie Nuno, authors and composers of our
National Anthem. We are honoring them
and our history, our pride, tuning the
National Anthem. Let’s get together and
with one voice sing to our nation, our
history, and our heroes. This song of our
nation is for freedom, the national
sovereignty that is our National Anthem.”
The celebration of the anthem’s
anniversary prior to “El Grito” was the
best way to start a nation’s yearly
celebration of its freedom. The party in
Mexican streets started since noon and
went on after hours in nightclubs and
private parties.

Letter to the Editor
In response to the recent Pan American
article titled "High consumption of marijuana
among Valley youth", I would like to mention
the results of a recent study of drug use
among UTPA students that paints a slightly
more positive picture. Under my supervision,
three psychology undergraduate students
(Angelica Huerta, Sandra Salazar, and Stina
Garibay) surveyed 146 UTPA undergraduates
to examine the prevalence of prescription and
illegal stimulant use. Previously published
research had shown over 1/3 of college students reported having used prescription stimulants illicitly and 1/3 had used cocaine or
MDMA (Ecstasy) in the previous year. We

wanted to see if such usage was also occurring amongst students at UTPA. Our own
study showed considerably lower reported
usage (less than 7% and less than 22%,
respectively). As the Pan American article
mentions, it seems that our proximity to the
Mexican border might place Valley youth at
increased risk, given the arguably greater
accessibility to drugs, so our findings might
initially be somewhat surprising. However,
other factors may be at play: for example, the
high percentage of UTPA students who live at
home under the watchful eyes of their parents! While this does not directly address the
issue of marijuana use, or negate the fact that

individuals with lower income or education
may be at greater risk than UTPA students, it
does suggest that many Valley students are
still "Just Say[ing] No!"
I should also mention that the UTPA students' research mentioned above was presented at a regional conference in the spring of
this year, where it won a research award from
the National Honors Society in Psychology.
Sincerely,
Grant Benham, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor
Department of Psychology and
Anthropology
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UTPA baseball player trains for future pro career
Alamia spends summer playing for Texas Collegiate League in D-FW area
By JOEY HINOJOSA
The Pan American
When Louie Alamia was four years old
he began playing tee-ball at Edinburg Parks
and Recreation. Today he is a junior on the
University of Texas-Pan American baseball
team and is on the brink of playing professional
baseball.
“My first year in college (was) when I
noticed,” Alamia said. “I had a decent year,
and it started kicking in that (baseball)
could
be
a
future
for
me.”
Alamia has had two successful seasons
with the Broncs, and has acquired several
honors. In 2003, He was the first Freshman
All-American at UTPA, and was named second team All-Independent.
The outfielder made the second AllIndependent team again in 2004, compiling
a 22-game hitting streak and a streak of
reaching base safely of 59 games, one game
away from tying the national mark.
The Edinburg native realizes how instrumental his family and coaches have been to
his success.
“They’ve been a big part of my life, helping me through out the way, especially our
coaches here at Pan Am and high school
also,”
Alamia
said.
This summer the 21-year-old was given
the opportunity to participate in the inaugural season of the Texas Collegiate League
(TCL).
The TCL exists to provide some of the
nation’s top college baseball players a

chance to play against each other, be seen Alamia, a product of Edinburg North High
by major league scouts, and to get accus- School. “I was just happy to be a part of the
tomed to the
all-stars game and the
use of wooden
Futures game. It was just
bats.
The
breathtaking
being
league
is
(there) and playing in a
based in the
major league field,” said
Dallas/Ft.
the Broncs outfielder.
W o r t h
“You get the adrenaline
Metroplex, an
pumping and it was
area that is
great.. It was overall a
home to many
good
experience.”
s c o u t s .
In his first season
“It was a lot
with the league Alamia
of fun playing
was assigned to the
up
there
TCL’s
McKinney
against some
Marshals. The team finof the best talished the season with the
ent,
seeing
Tris Speaker Division
numerous
Championship and the
amounts
of
league’s best record. The
scouts at our
5-foot-11 junior had a
games,
the
.317 batting average, and
All-Star Game
led the team with 38 runs
and
the
scored. He believes that
F u t u r e s
he could return to the
G a m e , ” BRONC STAR: Outfielder Louie Alamia is
league in 2005, but it
Alamia said. back in town after a summer in North Texas.
depends if he is selected
“We had a lot
in the Major League
of exposure all around us. It was a success.” Baseball
draft.
The Bronc outfielder was selected to play
“(Returning) is a definite possibility,”
in the first TCL All-Star game July 12 as Alamia said. “They invited me back already
well as the TCL’s Inaugural Dr. Pepper for next year, so I’ve been making contact
Futures Game at Ameriquest Field in with them just in case it doesn’t pan out
Arlington
on
August
15. (with)
the
draft.”
“It was great. It was very exciting,” said
The junior outfielder will be returning to

the diamond in a few months to participate
in his third season for the Broncs when the
college baseball season begins, which is
something he is quite excited about.
“Our goal is to make the playoffs,”
Alamia said. “Every year we get closer and
closer I just hope that this year we will get
there,
and
get
the
job
done.”
However, the 21-year-old also has other
goals in mind for his baseball career.
“The biggest goal of mine is to play professional baseball,” Alamia said. “Knowing
that this is my junior year, and that I’m eligible (for the draft) this year, I know now
that I have to work harder than ever if (playing professionally) is going to be a possibility.”

WHO: Louie Alamia, UTPA
Baseball Player
WHAT: Played for Texas
Collegiate League
WHERE: Dallas/Fort Worth
Metroplex
WHEN: Summer 2004
WHY: To get scouted by the
pros.

Vela’s Bobcats face another uphill struggle Friday
By LORI CHAVEZ
The Pan American
Welcome back to 5A. Ouch. The Harlingen
High Cardinals,were too much of a trial for
the reinstated District 31-5A team, Edinburg
High, who was routed 63-7 last Friday night
at Boggus Stadium.
Three years ago Edinburg High was
demoted from class 5A to class 4A as the
school enrollment dropped. This season the
Bobcats returned to District 31-5A for one of
the toughest high school football schedules
in the Valley.
The Bobcats went head-to-head with the
San Benito Greyhounds in the opening game
of the season and suffered a disappointing
14-12 loss. In Week 2 Friday night at Boggus
Stadium the Cardinals (3-0) took it to Coach
Robert Vela’s team. But past Edinburg teams
have started slowly and then gained steam as
the district slate neared.
The Bobcats (0-2) suffered more than just
a humilliating loss against the Cards; they
also lost some players to injury. Early in the
first half of last week’s game, Edinburg starting senior quarterback Anthony De La Viña
was injured and did not return.
“We lost some of our kids here in tonight’s
game,” said Vela, one of the Valley’s most
successful coaches through the years. “Our
quarterback went out early in the second

series, and we weren’t the same after that.”
The Bobcats replaced the wounded starter
with second-string quarterback Jesús
González, who tried to regroup; but the
Cardinals were overwhelming. Edinburg’s
mistakes led to turnovers and penalties that
gave Harlingen an edge throughout the
game.
“We met up with a very good Harlingen
Cardinal team,” Vela said. “They just
whipped us physically and spiritually, I can’t
give them enough credit for being well prepared. There are no excuses. I think the kids
(Bobcats) did a lot of growing up .”
The team will get to start the road back
when it meets state-ranked Corpus Christi
Calallen Friday at Cats Stadium.
“Like I told the kids, we need to stay
together, refocus ourselves and regroup,”
Vela said. “We don’t know who will be
going to be able to play next week or not.
We will find out Monday. We got another
tough challenge before us and unfortunately
we got to go play the game.”
Last season the Wildcats routed the
Bobcats 42-11 and shattered their hopes of a
playoff win and Edinburg is looking for
some payback.
“We have played them before and our kids
know what they are made of,” Vela said.
“We just need to go and meet the challenge
in Edinburg.”

NEWS
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■ Recycling

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Deep inside the second floor of the Social Behaviors and
Sciences building is an office once draped with posters of
Robert Kennedy and Cesar Chavez. The books that were piled
on the shelves consumed an entire wall and can be considered
the memories collected of a beloved UTPA professor.
It’s been four weeks since the new fall semester has begun
and classes have gone on as scheduled, but in the history
department one professor is no longer heading to class.
In late July, professor of history, Paul R. Henggeler passed
away, leaving his colleagues and loved ones to live on for him.
Remembered as a hard working man, and an animal-lover,
Henggeler’s absence is seen in the department.
History professor Michael Faubion said that he hopes that
Henggeler will be remembered by the incredible professor he
was and for his love for teaching and, of course, animals.
“I was counting on him [Henggeler] to take care of a lot in
the department,” Faubion said. “His presence is missed.”
Faubion continued to say that Henggeler was personally
responsible for having a number of undergraduate students
make the transition into the department graduate program.
“He’ll probably be remembered by having great contact
with his students,” Faubion said. “He had a good heart and a
love for animals. He would always be saving stray dogs and
trying to find them a home.”
Henggeler was one professor who could be seen after hours
walking his many dogs and enjoying nature’s presence at
UTPA. Him and his wife, Pam Kromer, spent some time
rescuing stray animals on campus and making sure they found
a home.
Henggeler had been working on his third book, a work of
research based on the personal and political life of Cesar
Chavez. According to Kromer, who works on campus in the
Writing Center. the book will be finished by his editor and
herself.
“He was nearly done with it, actually,” Kromer said. “Right
now, I’ve contacted his editor and we are going to try to finish
it and have it published by the end of fall. We really are going
to try to do that.”
Henggeler’s book will be venturing into uncharted waters

By ROBERTA TIJERINA
The Pan American

COMEBACK- The Edinburg Bobcats are 0-2 in 2004 and have to go against state-ranked
Callalen Friday night. Last year Edinburg started slowly before regrouping.
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In
memoriam:
Henggeler remembered for love of history, animals

Enrollment figures
increase 8 percent

Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American

■ Student

The recent commotion in the parking lots may be related to
an increase in enrollment of about 1,000 students, and these
numbers continue to rise.
Last year’s official fall registration calculated 15,914
students, roughly 1,000 less than the current registration of
17,000.
Preliminary figures, that is, before the official census date,
show 2,865 entering freshmen for this fall semester, an 8
percent increase over last year’s freshmen enrollment.
The university sponsors different recruitment programs, such
as individuals who visit different high schools and try to
encourage students to go to college and consider attending
UTPA. A federal grant known as Gear Up also works with a

Courtesy of Pam Kromer

PAUL R. HENGGELER
by being the first book written on Chavez by a historian.
Born and raised in the state of New York, Henggeler
attended State University of New York and initially planned to
become a gym teacher, however a fateful baseball injury left
him to choose another career path. Originally planning on
majoring in journalism, Henggeler majored in history once he
discovered his university didn’t have a journalism department.
After gaining his teaching certificate, Henggeler worked for
a juvenile detention center and eventually began working at
number of schools to promote higher education and
encourage students to complete the recommended high
school program.
Recruitment efforts in Mexico are also under way. Events
have been sponsored in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon and
Reynosa, Tamaulipas to invite students to attend UTPA.
Last year, an event in Reynosa attracted over 300 people.
Debbie Gilchrist, director of New Student and Visitor
Services at UTPA, explained that concerning international
students, the fall semester numbers don’t always represent
how the enrollment will be affected.
“We may not see many new international students
through the fall, but rather in the spring as students do what
they need to do to attend, like learn English, get the
necessary paperwork turned in, and make sure they meet
federal requirements.”
About 18 percent of UTPA students are non-U.S. citizens.
Many are from Mexico, but the International Advising
Office also recruits students from all over the world. The
number continues to increase gradually every year.
The increase in enrollment is also related to the amount
of students who continue to attend UTPA. The number of
freshmen who return after their first was 67 percent last

See FRESHMEN page 6

Bowling Green University where he also received a Masters
and PhD in history.
It was at Bowling Green where Henggeler began working
on his first book, In His Steps: Lyndon Johnson and the
Kennedy Mystique in 1991, which surveyed the difficulties
Johnson following John Kennedy’s assassination.
Henggeler arrived at the University of Texas-Pan American
in while in the middle of writing his second book, The
Kennedy Persuasion: The Politics of Style since JFK, which
was published in 1995. This book examined the role of
Kennedy myths and politics from Lyndon Johnson to Bill
Clinton, and states how politicians use the Kennedy image for
their own political advantages.
But Henggeler will be also remembered by the community
of UTPA as being an outstanding professor, colleague and
friend.
“We experienced a great lose,” Faubion said. “His death has
had such a big impact on our department and he will be
missed.”
Although it will be his spirit that will be remembered by his
colleagues, the same characteristics is what made Henggeler a
memorable professor.
“I hope Paul is remembered not only as a well-liked
professor but just a good person,” Kromer said. “He had a
compassion for other people especially his students.”
Students remember Henggeler as being an animated
professor. Always with a story to tell, a lesson to be taught.
Student Government Association President Nathan Schwarz
enrolled in Henggeler’s American Heritage Honors class and
left with more than a knowledge of history.
“He was such a great professor,” Schwarz said. “He was
always so full of energy and a love of what he was teaching. It
was really difficult for me when I found out he had passed
away.”
Schwarz was looking forward to taking Henggeler this
semester for another course and
But even outside of the classroom, Henggeler remained a
professor willing to open his doors and life to his students.
“Some of the best times for him were after hours,” Kromer
said. “Students would stop by his office and talk about dogs,
history, life issues and he really enjoyed that. He enjoyed
knowing what was going on in his student’s lives.”

Source: Department of Enrollment & Student Services
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Internet use addictive
Surfing can lead to obsession
By LYLONY CAZARES
The Pan American
After having a difficult time meeting
people, Mary (who wished to remain
anonymous) found the Internet to be the
perfect place to find friends. With a buddy
list close to 50, Mary spends over eight hours
a day chatting online, or using her cell phone
to text message her friends in various parts of
the United States, Canada and Europe.
Eventually, Mary ended up losing sleep
and forgetting to eat due to the amount of
time she would spend online. It wasn’t until
she could no longer keep her grades up, and
she lost her financial aid that her parents
realize there was a problem.
“I couldn’t control how much time I spent
in chat rooms. My parents forced me to limit
my time on the Internet gradually from an
hour to fifteen minutes online,” Mary said.
“And I had to, they were paying for my
college now.”
Many students are falling into the same
habit of spending too much time online.
Many are spending hours in cyberspace
shopping on eBay, chatting, gaming, and
checking e-mail. With the Internet making
everything available at a touch of a button,
many students are losing their lives to
technology.
According to a study by the Rensselaer’s
Counseling Center, 10 percent of college
students use the Internet so much that it
interferes with their health and social lives.
The survey also found that students who
were dependent on the Internet spent an
average of 229 minutes a day online for
nonacademic reasons, compared to 73
minutes a day for nondependent students.
Six percent spent an average of more than
400 minutes online a day.
According to Kim Loan Nguyen-Finn, a
counselor at the UTPA Counseling Center,
Internet-dependent people do not spend as
much
time
nurturing
interpersonal
relationships and often end of neglecting
them.
“Other areas of a person’s life may also
get neglected, such as classes and work,”
Nguyen-Finn said. “We’re not talking about
someone using hours to search the Net for
class research, we’re talking about someone
who uses the Internet to satisfy interpersonal
needs, a feeling of connectedness with
others that they have difficulty building in
the traditional face-to-face way.”
Nguyen-Finn believed many students
become addicted to the Internet because of a
fear most people meeting new people and
can be extremely uncomfortable.
“The Internet presents a safe alternative to
meeting people and building relationships,”
Nguyen-Finn said. “It may present a good
escape mechanism, but their problems will
still be there when they log off.”
However, not all college students who are
dependent on the Internet spend their time
chatting, many are also addicted to gaming.
Mark De la Garza, a UTPA math
education major, also spends almost eight
hours playing games online, chatting with
friends, reading the news and paying

attention to baseball.
“A big part of my day consists of Internet
gaming,” De la Garza said. “I play this online
Real Time game where every hour in the
game is one hour in real life, so the more I
play the game the more it takes out of my life.
If for some odd reason the Internet is not
working or if I’m not able to do something
online I have to change my entire day long
schedule. Which is not too hard since I also
have friends over between my classes.”
However, most students can spend multiple
hours online and go several days without the
Internet. As Nguyen-Finn explained that
chatting online and gaming are not bad.
“They’re like anything else when it
become excessive or extreme,” Nguyen-Finn
said. “Other areas of one’s life begins to
suffer or become neglected, or it’s used to
avoid dealing with other issues, does Internet
use become unhealthy. “
There are many ways to recover from
Internet addiction such as monitoring the
time that is spent online and seeking help.
She also suggests that if a student is addicted
to the Internet they should find something to
replace it.
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Signs of Internet
Addiction

Using the Internet every single day.
Losing track of time when online.
Losing social interaction in real life.
Missing meals.
Denying spending time online.

Political science major plans future with Valley in mind
As part of a generation that was taught
about the importance of a higher education,
Daniel Garcia applied for college because it
was expected of him.
After graduating from Nikki Rowe High
School in McAllen, Garcia applied to the
political science department at the
University of Texas – Pan American. He had
a particular set of plans, and once he sat in
his first political science class, he knew he
had made the right decision.
“My first class was actually with
Professor Samuel Freeman and after that, I

“I really can see
myself coming back
here and doing
some sort of public
interest work; I
really want to help
people out.”
—Daniel Garcia
guess that’s when I developed a strong
interest in school, and I started doing better
after that,” Garcia said.
Garcia, 22, began his education at UTPA
nearly four years ago. He’s currently a senior
graduating in December.

SPORTS
CLIPBOARD
No Hockey?
Starting today, the NHL is locking out its players and possibly
canceling the 2004-2005 season as a way to change the league’s
economic structure.
According to an AP online report, NHL commissioner Gary
Bettman said there will be no deal that doesn’t include a defined
relationship between revenue and salaries.
The lockout threatens to wipe out the Stanley Cup final for the
first time since 1919. Furthermore, there is almost no chance the
season will start as scheduled on Oct. 13.
Bettman said more than 100 employees from the NHL’s staff
out of 225 will be terminated.
The AP reports that Bettman talked about the possibility of
extending the confrontation into the 2005-2006 season and has
hindered the NHL’s participation in the 2006 Winter Olympics.

NFL

Sept. 3
Sept. 4

Boston

W-8-6

Thursday, Sept. 9

Sept. 5

Boston

L-6-5

Sept. 6

CHICAGO

L-7-4

Sept. 7

CHICAGO

W-10-3

Sept. 8

CHICAGO

L-5-2

Sept. 9

CHICAGO

New England 27, Indianapolis 24
Saturday, Sept. 11
Tennessee 17, Miami 7
Sunday’s Games
Detroit 20, Chicago 16

During his high school years, Garcia said
he toyed with the idea of being a lawyer a
few times. He said choosing political science
as his major seemed like the best way to go
about getting into law school.
Throughout his time at UTPA, Garcia has
been involved in various activities on
campus and around the community.
Garcia was the vice president of the Young
Democrats at UTPA for a semester and later
became president. He held the position for a
year and has stepped down to concentrate on
preparing for the Law School Admission
Test (LSAT).
“I wanted to dedicate the summer and the
semester to study for the LSAT because I do
want to go to law school,” he said. “But
really, my club activities just stopped for the
summer because I’m about to try to finish up
paperwork for a new organization that I’m
starting called Students for Peace.”
According to Garcia, Students for Peace
will concentrate on raising awareness of the
consequences of the war in Iraq and also
follows issues such as poverty, the economy,
the environment, and international affairs.
“We’re going to focus on all kinds of
things [that] are important,” he said. “Things
that I think students can find useful.”
Over the years, within the Valley
community, Garcia has volunteered for the
Special Olympics, fed the poor and
homeless during Thanksgiving, and during
his time with the Young Democrats, raised
money for a family that needed a water
heater. Garcia has also been involved in
various activist activities around the Valley
area.
As he lessens his involvement in student
organizations this semester, Garcia said he
plans on dedicating much of his time to

The Houston Astros, aside from being ever closer in the hunt
for the NL wild card, have two of the league’s best pitchers.
Roger Clemens (17-4) is tied for the major league lead in winning percentage and the NL victory lead with teammate Roy
Oswalt.
Clemens dominated the St. Louis in his last start, as the Cards’
3-4-5-6 hitters were a combined 0-for-11 with four strikeouts.
“He was fantastic,” said Manager Phil Garner, whose team is
just a game back in the race for the fourth NL playoff spot.
Clemens improved to 3-0 with a 1.64 ERA in four starts against
the Cards this season.

Bryant prosecutor tab --$400,000
and growing
According to the AP, prosecutors in the Kobe Bryant case spent
$397,508 from July 15, 2003 through Aug. 31, the day before
charges against the NBA star were dismissed.
The bill entails nearly $75,000 for expert witnesses, more than
$78,000 for investigators, and more than $35,000 for a broadcast
news clipping service.
The amount Bryant spent on his defense is currently unknown.
AP reports that, according to experts, there is no way to accurately estimate how much Bryant spent.

DANIEL GARCIA
applying to law schools, estimating that he’ll
apply to about 10.
“I’m applying everywhere,” he said.
Over the summer, Garcia participated in
the Law School Preparation Institute (LSPI)
program at UTPA where he learned a lot
about what to expect when he’s in law
school.
“That was really awesome in terms of
showing me what law school was all about,
the professors did a really good job of giving
you a good idea as to what to look forward
to – not just LSAT preparation, law school
preparation,” he said. “The work load is
intense, the training is really good, and you
really get to figure [out] if it’s right for you.”
Garcia said he plans to study criminal or
constitutional law. He said he wants to help

See PROFILE page 12

New Role for Jordan: U.S. Ryder
Cup cheerleader
U.S. Ryder Cup captain Hal Sutton has enlisted the help of former NBA mega-star Michael Jordan to raise player spirits before
facing Europe this weekend.
According to an AP report online, Sutton said about Jordan:
“He’s passionate about golf but he’s also passionate about the
Ryder Cup team.”
On Friday, professional American golfers will vie for a chance
at the trophy against a European team that has won three of the
last four biennial matches.
The AP reported that one of Sutton’s motivational tools was to
have Jordan visit during a team dinner to praise the golfers for
their skills at a game he loves.

Boston

L-2-0

L-7-3

Sept. 10 TORONTO

W-10-3

N.Y. Jets 31, Cincinnati 24

Sept.11 TORONTO

W-10-7

Pittsburgh 24, Oakland 21

Sept. 12 TORONTO

W-7-6

San Diego 27, Houston 20

Sept. 13 Oakland

L-7-6

St. Louis 17, Arizona 10

Sept. 14 Oakland

W-12-9

Washington 16, Tampa Bay 10

HOME GAMES IN CAPS

Seattle 21, New Orleans 7
Jacksonville 13, Buffalo 10

UTPA SPORTS

Cleveland 20, Baltimore 3
Atlanta 21, San Francisco 19

WOMEN’S GOLF

Minnesota 35, Dallas 17
Philadelphia 31, N.Y. Giants 17
Denver 34, Kansas City 24
Monday’s Game
Green Bay 24, Carolina 14
Sunday, Sept. 19

Astros’ pitching leads comeback
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FOR THE RECORD

Houston at Detroit, noon
St. Louis at Atlanta, noon
Chicago at Green Bay, noon

UTPA student profile: Daniel Garcia
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American

SPORTS
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Washington at N.Y. Giants, noon
Denver at Jacksonville, noon
Indianapolis at Tennessee, noon

Date

Opponent

Oct. 4

Battle at the Lake Invit.

Oct. 5

Battle at the Lake Invit.

Oct. 11

Lady Indian Classic

Oct. 12

Lady Indian Classic

Oct. 24

Sam Houston State Tri-Match

Oct. 25

Ellingson/Shu Invitational

Oct. 26

Ellingson/SHSU Invitational

Nov. 8

Lady Bronc Classic

Nov. 9

Lady Bronc Classic

Pittsburgh at Baltimore, noon

MEN’S GOLF

Carolina at Kansas City, noon
San Francisco at New Orleans, noon

Results

Seattle at Tampa Bay, 3:05 p.m.
Cleveland at Dallas, 3:05 p.m.
N.Y. Jets at San Diego, 3:15 p.m.
Buffalo at Oakland, 3:15 p.m.
New England at Arizona, 3:15 p.m.
Miami at Cincinnati, 7:30 p.m.
Monday’s Game
Minnesota at Philadelphia, 8 p.m.
Note: all times central standard time

FAIRWAY CLUB INVITATIONAL

At Lincoln, NE
Yardage: 6762; par 71
Sept. 13-14 match play results

Nebraska Univ........308-299-296--903 +51
Southern Miss.........305-312-296--91 +61
Drake Univ..............306-315-296--917 +65
Northern Illinois.......312-310-295--917 +65
Northern Colorado..315-308-295--918 +66
SW Missouri State..306-319-300--925 +73
Wyoming Univ.........315-304-306--925 +73
Troy State Univ.....324-322-312--958 +106
Texas Pan Am.......326-320-317--963 +111
Army......................319-330-315--964 +112
Creighton Univ......327-322-317--966 +114
S. Dakota State....331-326-316--973 +121

HOUSTON ASTROS
Date

Opponent

Score

Sept. 1

Cincinnati

Sept. 3

PITTSBURGH W-8-6

W-9-3

Sept. 4

PITTSBURGH W-6-5

Sept. 5

PITTSBURGH W-10-5

Sept. 6

CINCINNATI

W-11-5

Sept. 7

CINCINNATI

W-9-7

Sept. 8

CINCINNATI

W-5-2

Sept. 9

Pittsburgh

L-3-1

Sept. 9

Pittsburgh

W-9-2

Sept. 10 Pittsburgh

L-6-1

Sept. 11 Pittsburgh

L-5-2

Sept. 12 Pittsburgh

W-5-4

Sept. 13 OPEN
Sept. 14

St.Louis

W-7-5

Sept. 15

St.Louis

L-4-2

TEXAS RANGERS
Date

Opponent

Score

Sept. 1

Minnesota

L-2-4

Sept. 2

Minnesota

L-2-0

Schedule
Oct. 4
Oct. 5
Oct. 11
Oct. 12
Oct. 22
Oct. 23
Oct. 24

Stonebridge Invit. (So. Methodist Univ.)
Stonebridge Invit. (So. Methodist Univ.)
Crown Classic (Stephen F. Austin)
Crown Classic(Stephen F. Austin)
The Nelson Invit. (Stanford Univ.)
The Nelson Invit. (Stanford Univ.)
The Nelson Invit (Stanford Univ.)

VOLLEYBALL
Sept. 10
TEXAS TECH RED RAIDER ROUNDUP
TEXAS TECH def. UTPA

30-21, 30-25, 22-30, 30-18
UTPA: kills, Heather Bravo 18;
assists, Karen Lyons 25; digs, Carol
Marcengo 30; blocks, Stephanie
Redd 3; aces, Heather Bravo 2;
team serve pct. .915
Tech: kills, Nina Miller, Kiley
Lyons, 11; assists, Laura Grote 30;
digs, Amy Charlebois 17; blocks,
Amy Charlebois 7; aces, Kiley
Lyons, Kelly Johnson, Desiree
Batista, Laura Grote 1; team serve
pct. .862
def. NORTH TEXAS
30-13, 30-32, 30-24, 30-20
UTPA: kills, Winker Cruz 17;
assists, Jen Dameworth 30; digs,
UTPA

Carol Marcengo 29; blocks, Danielle
Holthe 6, Cathi Netemeyer 6; aces,
Heather Bravo 2, Danielle Holthe 2,
jen Dameworth 2; team serve pct.
.959
North Texas: kills, Katy Prokof
16; assists, Heidi Johnson 24; digs,
Jessica Hulsebosch 22; blocks,
Erica Wendell 3; aces, Jessica
Hulsebosch 3; team serve pct. .943
Sept. 11
TEXAS TECH RED RAIDER ROUNDUP
UTEP def. UTPA
30-25, 30-28, 30-22
UTPA: kills, Heather Bravo 8,
Cathi Netemeyer 8; assists, Jen
Dameworth 23; digs, Carol
Marcengo 21; blocks, Danielle
Holthe 3; aces, Danielle Holthe 1,
Jen Dameworth 1, Karen Lyons 1,
Heather Bravo 1; team serve pct.
.922
UTEP: kills, Megan Maynard 20;
assists, Katie Smith 50; digs,
Brittany Stowers 50; blocks,
Heather Brisnahan 4, Ashley Ripple
4; aces, Kari Stacy 2; team serve
pct. .875

HIGH SCHOOL
FOOTBALL
Week 2
Thursday, Sept. 9
Non-district
Harl.South 24, Weslaco East 17
Browns. Hanna 21, Monterrey Met. 7
Friday Sept. 10
Non-district
La Joya 28, Edin. Economedes 7
McAllen High 24, Edin. North 21
Browns. Pace 42, Mac. Memorial 34
Browns. Rivera 27, Mac. Rowe 19
Sharyland 54, Mission 20
Rio Grande City 21, Roma 3
San Benito 41, Donna 3
Harlingen High 63, Edinburg High 7
PSJA High 50, Los Fresnos 45
PSJA North 42, Mercedes 13
Browns. Porter 45, Weslaco High 16
Browns. Lopez 34, La Feria 7
Raymondville 35, PSJA Memorial 34
Lyford 35, MMA 28
Progreso 19, Santa Rosa14
Saturday, Sept. 11
Non-district
Mission Veteran 30, Hidalgo 0
Idle:Brownsville Hanna, EdcouchElsa, Port Isabel, La Villa
Week 3
Thursday, Sept. 16
Non-district
Bro. Lopez vs. Bro. Pace
Harlingen South at PSJA North
Friday, Sept. 17
Non-district
CC Carroll at La Joya
CC Calallen at Edinburg High
Edinburg North at Sharyland
Brownsville Hanna at Donna
McAllen High at Browns. Porter
McAllen Rowe at Los Fresnos
PSJA High at San Benito
Raymondville at Edcouch-Elsa
Mission Veterans at Rio Hondo
Roma at Weslaco High
Mercedes at Rio Grande City
Port Isabel at PSJA Memorial
Weslaco East at McAllen Memorial
Falfurrias at Hidalgo
Progreso at MMA
St. Joseph at La Villa
La Feria at Santa Rosa
Idle: Harlingen High, Brownsville
Rivera, Edinburg Economedes,
Mission High, Lyford
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out there and that they can learn from others, not just
her.
"They can [listen] to a lot of the leading journalism
teachers from across the state, from across the nation.
And that way, I'm being validated a
lot of times because the kids will
come back and say, “That person in
that session said exactly what you've
been teaching us.'"
"Just from the experience of
traveling and flying and you know,
going to a big city, they learn a lot,"
she added.
During conventions, she enters
her students in various contests such
as news, feature, sports writing,
design and advertising. She wants
all students to gain some sort of
experience.
Last school year, Wilson had a
student become the state champion
in news writing.
Maiela Martinez, a junior,
enrolled in journalism after her
Dina B.
mother, a counselor at Mission High,
suggested the idea. Martinez
competed in the very last practice UIL meet. She
proceeded to district and won. She qualified for
regional and blew everyone away at State in Austin.
"I was thrilled and her mother was like so
surprised," Wilson said. "It was great and her mother
being a counselor realizes you know, how important
this class is and what they learn and you know, she got
an added benefit out of this."
Martinez does feel that journalism is a great
opportunity and experience. "I like it," Martinez said.
"It's very fun. It's easy for me. I like the interview
process. I like putting facts together." She plans to
compete at the UIL meet this year and said she looks
forward to whatever may happen.

Junior Arturo Rodriguez, is yet another student who
enjoys Wilson's classes. He enrolled in journalism his
sophomore year and realized that he was indeed
learning various things.
"I did learn a lot," Rodriguez
said. “Honestly, I can not deny that I
did learn a lot. I learned Page Maker
and I have yet to learn PhotoShop
and I am learning In Design right
now. Hopefully there's a lot more to
learn."
He agrees with Wilson that
journalism has a lot to offer and he
has three simple words to tell
prospective students.
"Go for it," Rodriguez said. "I
went for it and I'm here for my
second year. It's been a blast."
Beth Walters, a broadcast major at
the University of Texas-Pan
American, went for it. She attended
McAllen High School, which also
has a strong journalism program
composed of the newspaper,
Wilson
yearbook and a television class
called KMAC. There, Walters was
very much involved with the journalism department.
She was the editor of the newspaper and did layouts
for the yearbook gaining experience that would be
beneficial toward her future.
“Well, that’s what made me decide to go into
journalism,” Walters said. “The experience I gained in
high school will help me with my job in layouts.”
As for Wilson’s students who were involved in
journalism while in high school, some have gone on to
have successful careers in this line of profession,
including Action 4 News reporter, Roxanne Lerma.
"I love it when students come back and they tell me
that that's how they got started because they started
right here in high school," Wilson said.

Joel De La Rosa/The Pan American

ZAPATIANDO- Dance majors Kalenna Valdez, Sara Sanchez and Vanessa Vargas (from left), strike the
floor Tuesday at the student union, setting off the festivities for Mexico’s Independence Day.
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preserve the rights United States citizens have by defending them.
“It’s important to me to do what we can to defend civil liberties,
the few that we have we might as well defend those, and do what
we can to help our fellow man, as cliché as that may be,” he said.
“I really can see myself coming back here and doing some sort of
public interest work; I really want to help people out.”
Growing up in the Valley and being exposed to all it has to offer,
along with UTPA, has opened Garcia’s eyes and he said it has
affected how he looks at life and his future.
“Before I moved to McAllen, I lived in Roma for about 14 years,
and that’s where I was really exposed to poverty and learned what
it really is,” he said. “That had a huge impact on how my mind
developed. My best friend was really poor and I’m not and it made
me realize that I’ve got an opportunity to do something about it.”
The educators at UTPA, Garcia said, have left impressions on his
attitude toward his education.
“The professors here are really great, and they really motivate
you to go and do stuff, and not just for yourself, but for other
people, too,” he said.
And while many students have aspirations of moving away from
the Valley to become successful, Garcia said he would really like to
come back after he’s finished law school.
“I will definitely consider it, no doubt about it, for sure right now,
it just sort of depends where I’m at once I get out,” Garcia said. “I
think it’s a great place to live, I like it, there’s a lot to do and there’s
a lot of work for an attorney here. We’ve got so many things going
on, it’s incredible.”

SHUTTLE

continued from page 1

the conclusion we came up with was that we needed a shuttle
study done. [UTPA brought in] consultants to give us an idea of
how the system is suppose to work,” Morin said. “How many
shuttles we need, the routes, the times, these consultants would
meet with the students, have focus groups and give the students
feedback and so forth.
Morin hopes that they study will be conducted soon. In the long
run the study will explain how the shuttle will properly work.
“The whole shuttle concept was there a year before I stepped
into office,” said Paco Vielma, SGA president for the 2003-2004
school year. “As the enrollment in the university continued to
increase so did the push for such a system.”
Students see the parking problem as a big problem that needs
to be discussed.
“With roughly 17,000 students now enrolled in the university,
parking is a tremendous problem,” Vielma said. “It’s time
consuming to try to find a parking space near the building you are
attending class at. Students are forced to park in the lots such as
the one northwest of Bronc Village.”
Vielma sees the new service as an improvement in the
university’s effort to do something about the growing parking
problems at the university. An upcoming advancement includes
the university’s plan to buy 75 acres near campus to build more
parking lots.
“The amount of time it would take students to walk to class is
longer than the time it would take to take the shuttle,” said
Vielma.
In this effort to help students with parking, there are more
parking lots being built for students and there are also temporary
lots available for them to use as parking.
“We’ve got about 5,360 spaces,” Morin said. “During peak
hours we have noticed that all of those spaces are full, and plus,
we have counted vehicles around campus in parking lots that are
not ours and there is about 700 vehicles that we have counted,
[so] technically we need to accommodate those 700 vehicles and
that is why we have those temporary lots.”
Although, the parking may be a problem at UTPA, it is a bigger
problem at other universities and the UTPA staff is doing its best
to come up with ways for students to be able to make it to classes
on time.
“Just compare our situation; the furthest space is only about a
12 minute walk to the other extreme end of campus,” Morin said.
“Now compare that to UT-Austin where people walk miles, if
they can find a space, they walk more than that. A 12-minute walk
would be nothing at other universities.”
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Real world journalism taught in high schools
By JENILEE HERNANDEZ
The Pan American
With numerous awards displayed on the walls of her
classroom, Dina B. Wilson smiles with satisfaction. She is
pleased to have the opportunity of teaching journalism at
Mission High School, but for Wilson, journalism is not just
a class to teach, it is a valuable lesson for students to learn.
"I try to teach them real world journalism, what they're
going to be doing when they graduate, and if they get a job
in the profession," Wilson said. "All these skills can be
used to any part of their career."
Wilson, a graduate from McAllen High School, attended
the University of Texas-Pan American for one year, and
then transferred to Southwest Texas State University in San
Marcos. Here, her passion for journalism sparked.
"I liked writing so I decided ‘let me take a journalism
class, and see how I like it’ and I did pretty well in it so I
stuck with it. I started writing for the University Star,"
Wilson said. "I got a lot of good experience that way and
found out that it was something I enjoyed."
She graduated from Southwest Texas with a broadcast
journalism concentration. To gain experience, she did
several things such as work at her campus radio station,
and had a broadcast internship in Austin.
She also worked at KBFM Radio Station in Edinburg and
eventually moved on to work at a newspaper in Oklahoma.
"So I did all areas. You get to learn a lot that way,"
Wilson said.
With much experience and knowledge to share, she
teaches journalism, newspaper, desktop publishing, and
yearbook at Mission High where she has taught for the past

21 years.
"All in the same room," Wilson said jokingly.
Wilson's goal is for students to learn all aspects of
journalism but said for the past two years she has faced a
problem. The number of students enrolling in her class has
decreased due to the Distinguished Achievement Program
[DAP].
DAP is a graduation plan that requires high school
students to take specific classes mandated by Texas
Legislature. Wilson's classes are not listed on the plan,
therefore students encounter problems with fitting her class
into their already hectic schedule.
Wilson has spoken to counselors, and is trying to find
some way of fixing this problem. She stressed that her
classes are just as important and beneficial.
"My class teaches writing skills that you need in college
and in the real world," Wilson said. "It teaches cooperative
skills, they [students] have to work together. It teaches
business skills, computer skills. It teaches everything, I
think, that students need to know but I'm losing kids
because of the Distinguished Achievement Program.
"So I'm trying to think of what else I can do to get those
good kids that are interested in my class because it's so
important that they learn about journalism. And it's the
kind of class that's going to help you in a lot of different
areas, even if they decide they don't want to study
journalism. What they learned in here will help them in any
other kind of profession as well."
Despite the problem, Wilson continues to keep high
spirits and encourages students to stay active in journalism.
By doing so, she has students participate in different

contests and conventions.
Toward the end of each school year, Wilson has her
students submit their yearbook and newspaper publications
that they have worked on to different organizations that

“My class teaches writing
skills that you need in college
and in the real world.”
-Dina B. Wilson
Mission H.S.
include the Interscholastic League Press Conference,
Columbia Scholastic Press Association, National
Scholastic Press Association and the Texas High School
Press Association.
"Primarily it's for the critique, because it's how we learn,
and if we win an award, hey, that's even better," Wilson
said. She said that judges review the publications and tell
students what they need to work on and praise them for
what they did correct.
"So that's why the kids do a good job. It's when we get
those critiques, we act on it," Wilson added.
Wilson also takes her students to various workshops
because she feels students can gain an appreciation for
journalism. Students also see that there is another world

See MISSION page 12

Arriola’s life lays foundation for achievements
By CECILIA CASTANEDA
The Pan American
Roland Arriola remembered his first years in elementary
school, scared and confused among hundreds of voices
babbling sounds unrecognizable to his ears. He could not
understand why his classmates were laughing, the teacher’s
orders, or how to ask to use the restroom. English was a
foreign language.
Now he sits in the hotel room of a Hyatt Regency in
Washington D.C., enjoying a small break from the number
of conferences scheduled at the Congressional Hispanic
Institute. In a few minutes he will join politicians and
university leaders in an effort to earn more money for
Hispanic college students.
“I didn’t have any conception that I would be in this
position,” Arriola said. “I was just trying to learn as much as
I could about life.”
Arriola, who has worked as a mayor, chief of economic
development for Texas and now vice president for External
Affairs at the University of Texas-Pan American, has learned
a lot about life, work, and the rewards for determination.
“When I went to elementary school, I didn’t speak a word
of English,” Arriola said. “I had a hard time at school. I got
picked on and called ‘dummy.’ In the fourth grade I made a
decision to work really hard so the kids wouldn’t tease me
anymore.”
Arriola worked so hard that he climbed to the top of his
class. He continued working hard through school, graduating
from Edinburg High School as salutatorian, a tenth of a point
behind the Anglo-American valedictorian.
However, such achievement was not enough to dissolve
discrimination in his own high school. His counselor flew
the Anglo valedictorian to MIT, introducing him to
important administrators there, but told Arriola that college
was unnecessary and he just needed to get a job.
“If I hadn’t been persistent I would have just gotten a job,”
Arriola said. “I would’ve been a janitor or something like
that. No matter what people tell you, getting an education is
the most important thing.”
Arriola’s persistence led him to enroll at Pan Am

University for a year, do a summer internship and later go to
Baylor University to complete his bachelor’s degree.
“I recommend to young people that they get an internship
or a summer program,” Arriola said. “That really broadens
your horizons.”
In Waco, he found interest in politics by working for

ROLAND ARRIOLA
Hispanic groups and petitioning the city council for more
Hispanic facilities. Then he served as mayor of Waco in
1982, working more to help the city’s Hispanic population.
Arriola decided to continue his education at Harvard

University, earning a graduate degree in public
administration. Thereafter, he worked in Austin as chief of
economic development for the state of Texas. However,
Arriola had already started a family, and had a wife and a
young daughter.
“It was difficult,” Arriola said. “You have to budget time
so you have time for your family and for your school or
work. It takes determination, but don’t let your family
suffer.”
While working as the chief of economic development,
Arriola met Dr. Miguel Nevarez and came to work at Pan
Am in 1987. Working in External Affairs, Arriola helped
integrate Pan Am and the community by starting CoServe, a
community service program, which has 25 locations around
the Valley, giving business counseling and working with
colonials, farmers, and businesswomen.
“We’re trying to improve the economic conditions of the
community.” Arriola said. “That way the university is not
just there; it is able to spread all over the Valley.”
In 1999, Arriola was promoted to vice president of
External Affairs. His main concentration is bringing more
money to the students and faculty and publicizing the
university.
In late September, HESTEC, an External Affairs project,
will bring publicity to UTPA with names such as Michael
Dell, Lance Bass, and Orlando Figueroa. Boeing also made
a contribution of $200,000 in scholarship money to students
after participating in HESTEC and the first annual HESTEC
brought CNN, Univision and NPR in 2002.
“Before we weren’t very well known outside the Valley,”
Arriola said. “Now we are nationally known as one of the
top universities for Hispanics.”
Arriola has also helped publicize the university by
bringing noted politicians to the university such as Bill
Clinton, Rudy Giuliani and former President George Bush.
“You have to be persistent and persevere,” Arriola said.
His persistence and determination brought him to the
place where his life is now, a place he never conceived. Yet,
he never forgets the birthplace of his strength.
“I still think back to elementary school,” Arriola said. “I
think if I can handle that, I can handle anything.”
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Recycling: beautifying Edinburg streets
City strives to improve environment

By HOUSTON VAN NEST
The Pan American
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Benefit of Recycling Common Materials

the treatment and disposal of solid wastes.
It is a hope of Gomez’s that by helping in
the process of beautifying the city, he will
educate citizens with his knowledge of
sanitization and to offer the citizens a
cleaner, beautified environment.
How can us as a citizen help these
organizations?
"Ask us," Gomez replied. "Ask our
sanitation services. They would be glad to
answer any questions you have concerning

The city of Edinburg has been a work in
progress since it was established in 1911.
Currently, Edinburg is receiving a
makeover in efforts to help beautify its
streets by using proper garbage disposals. By
using diverse organizations that help battle
against littering, public desecration and
harmful practices toward our environment
Edinburg is reaching an
environment potential.
Mark Peña, chairman of the
City of Edinburg Environmental
Advisory Board, has served in
that position since Jan. 20.
According to Peña, the
environment board's objectives
are to ensure the quality of
-Mark Peña
Edinburg and its citizens. To
protect and improve the
Chairman of the Edinburg Advisory Board
environment, the board is
proposing ideas and creating
policies against old industrial methods that environmental issues."
deplete natural resources and harm our
"I believe education is the key to
environment.
environmental sensitivity and protection,"
"I hope to inspire an innovative outlook Peña said. “Based upon my own personal
and philosophy concerning our local South experience, I would encourage others to take
Texas environment which embraces its time to observe and learn about our
uniqueness and fosters its natural resources," environment. The opportunities are endless,
Peña said.
and are all around us."
"Rather than continuing industrial
Though the world moves at a quick pace,
societies practices of blindly depleting Peña urges people to slow down, and notice
resources, I would like to provide all that the environment offers.
opportunities which encourage citizens to
"It can be as simple as taking a quiet walk
respect nature in order to ensure its use, along a canal bank or through a park. Look
availability and enjoyment for future and listen to nature's beauty,” Peña said.
generations."
“Observe the grand circular migration of
Ramiro Gomez, director of the City of Harris Hawks over our Valley evening sky,
Edinburg Solid Waste Department, has been or spy a dragon fly settle on the bank of a
a part of this task force over four years. pond while a Morning Dove coos the setting
Some of his duties include controlling the sun. It is a gift to all mankind. We can either
mosquito population, graffiti eradication and squander it or cherish it. It's our choice."

“It is a gift to all mankind.
We can either squander it or
cherish it. It's our choice.”

FRESHMEN

Source: Texas Department of Transportation

Recycling Cars

Recycling Paper

❂ 97% of all cars taken out of
service are recycled, making
them the most recycled
product in the world.

❂ Reduces the amount of
paper sent to the landfill

❂ Approximately 16% of the
metal consumed in the
United States is used in
automobiles.
❂ Enough scrap iron and
steel are recycled each
year to build 6,700 Eiffel
Towers.
❂ It takes only one quart of oil
to contaminate 250,000
gallon of water

❂ Reduces air pollution by up
to 74%
❂ Reduces water pollution by
15-60%
❂ Reduces the amount of
water used by approximately
60%
❂ Reduces disposal fees and
generates revenue.

continued from page 3

year. Dennis McMillan, associate vicepresident of Enrollment and Student Services
at UTPA, said that one of the university’s goals
is to raise the retention rate by two percentage
points each year.
The university offers a number of programs
to increase retention. Some involve mentoring
students, while others encourage different
learning methods, such as in learning
communities, where students enroll in classes
as a group.
Programs involving the resident halls
provide students the opportunity to live on
campus together and enroll in the same type of
courses, such as in block courses comprised of
history and political science. These students
attend class, study and work on projects
together.
Scholarships to promote retention are also
available, such as those that are designated for
students in their sophomore year.
McMillan explained that the same programs
designed to keep freshmen enrolled, continue
to work with the upperclassmen as well. This,
he said, means fewer students are dropping
out.

However, one concern McMillan expressed
was UTPA’s low graduation rate.
“We would like to see our students graduate
in a shorter period of time,” McMillan said.
“Our graduation rate over a six year period is
less than 30 percent. If you look at the 2,800
new freshmen, only 30 percent will graduate
within the next six years.”
According to McMillan, an interesting
finding through research shows that UTPA
students are very persistent. In tracking
students over a 10-year period, over 50 percent
graduate. However, the other students leave
school for many reasons, including the need
for some students to suspend their education,
such as to help their families or to raise money
for their own tuition.
At UTPA, the retention rate falls below most
other institutions. McMillan explained that one
reason is the fact that many UTPA students are
first generation students, which means they are
the first in their family to ever attend college,
and for this reason, they lack an older sibling
or parent to answer their questions and provide
information that typically comes naturally in a
family with many college graduates.

Another factor that affects retention is the completed the RHSP, or better, make up about
low admissions tests scores.
According to McMillan, UTPA’s
“Our graduation rate over a six year
average ACT score is a little
period
is less than 30 percent. If you
above 18, slightly lower than
look at the 2,800 new freshmen, only 30
most Texas schools.
Admissions
criteria
are percent will graduate within the next six
expected to change soon. Next years.”
year, a minimum ACT score of 15
-Denis McMillan, associate VP of enrollment
will be required for all entering
freshmen, and that will increase
by one point every two years through 2011. In 87 percent of the student population.
the fall of 2007, all entering freshmen will be
“There’s a lot of research that shows that
required to have completed the Recommended students who become active in organizations
High School Program (RHSP) or another or activities are more likely to be successful,”
program with higher standards, such as the McMillan said. “We are working to change the
Distinguished Achievement Program (DAP).
label from commuter school to one where
“We are trying to ensure the success of our students are engaged in all the activities. A
students coming here,” McMillan said. “It is commuter school is that where people just park
difficult for a person who has very low scores in the parking lot, go to class, turn around and
to be successful. We want our students to be leave.
successful, but if they don’t score very well,
“We are trying to schedule programming
their chance for success is not very well.”
and activities that will keep those students
McMillan said that students applying to involved and active on our campus throughout
UTPA are increasingly showing better high the afternoon, and even programs in the
school preparation. Students that have evening.”

FREEDOM
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"I feel it’s something that affects even more young people because that’s an option they
have, whether to go to school or join the military,” explained Hardcore. “And I find that if
for some reason this becomes an unpopular war, which is something I have always feared,
then people could be forced to participate in the war effort."
According to Hardcore, the main point and goal of the show is just to get people registered to vote.
"I think it’s insulting to tell people who to vote for, I think that you can come to the conclusion yourself," said Hardcore.
Many Texas voters that carry voter apathy on their backs claim that they refuse to vote
for the presidential election this year due to the high number of Republicans in the Electoral
College. Hardcore, whose beliefs are radical left, said that how a person votes is unimportant as long as they vote for what they believe in.
"If I vote for what I believe in, then I didn’t waste my vote, even if I am the minority,
at least [I voted,]" stated Hardcore.
Refusing to vote for something that is vital to the country creates a self-defeatist mentality, mentioned Hardcore.
"I think, to be honest, that’s un-American, that’s quitting, and I thought the whole point
was liberty and freedom to choose even if it means you’re up against the overwhelming
majority," he said.
Zamarron agreed that there is not a valid reason for eligible voters not to vote.
"The goal of "Freedom is Free" is to promote voter registration based on the fact that it
doesn’t matter whom you vote for as long as you vote," Zamarron said. "Perhaps people who
feel disenfranchised will feel more comfortable in an environment they enjoy: rock and
roll."
"Voter apathy is horrible. It’s so simple, it’s free, and it’s your right,” continued
Hardcore. “We hope to influence voters and younger non-voters to become active in our
country."
The show promoters will have tables where unregistered voters can register with their
county. Only Hidalgo and Cameron county registration cards will be available.
"We just want them to sign [the cards], and we’ll take [the cards] to the counties and
they’re registered to vote. We want people to take an active part in their lives,” said
Hardcore. “People kind of dislike politics all together and I don’t think it should be a prior-

ity, but at a certain point it should be important to an individual because at one point the
issues will be of great importance in someone’s life. Hopefully it will open people’s eyes."
Teresa Navarro, the elections administrator for Hidalgo County, said that a group
encouraging younger people to vote by using means of pop culture, such as music, is a positive tactic.
“I think it’s great, anyone that can help get people to vote would help a lot,” Navarro
said. “It’s perfect because it gets their attention.”
With groups such as Rock the Vote, Navarro said more people are being reached
through different types of marketing and have proven to be affective.
“As peers they can motivate younger people to vote more than anyone else,” she said.
According to Navarro, in the Valley, younger voters, have the lowest voter turn out, and
she hopes events such as the “Freedom is Free” show will make more young people curious
about voting.
“A lot of individuals are coming in from different organizations that are promoting
voter registration,” Navarro said. “They’ve all had awesome turnouts, and it’s a great effort
to get people registered.”

“Feedom is Free.”
Voter Registration Show
Free admission
Where: Veterans of Foreign Wars Building
When: Friday, Sept. 17
Bands. TX Fistfight, B.S.A., The Malconent Party, the 13th
Victirm, and .thedecemberdrive

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

September 16, 2004

Music majors instruct
By JORGE HINOJOSA
The Pan American
Music students at the University of
Texas- Pan American have a shot at success
due to the department’s student teaching program. The semester-long course consists of
preparing coursework, meeting with students,
holding classes and grading student’s
progress in an actual public school.
The student is assigned to a school, and
is required to work as if he or she were a fulltime, music faculty member there.
According to the music department website, upon successful completion of the
course work, student teaching and Texas
ExCET, students become certified teachers
employable in Texas public schools.
Dahlia Guerra, Chair of the Music
Department, stated that the department concentrates the most on teaching preparation, so
the majority of students are certified when
they graduate.
“Students very quickly find a job in the
local schools because there is a large demand
for music teachers, so there is no question
that they’ll find a job,” Guerra said.
Applied music degrees in any instrument
or voice are also available. In the applied
track students must be extremely talented and
dedicated to their instrument, because private
applied lessons and recital performances are
required.
According to Kurt Martinez, a music
professor at UTPA, studying music is not like
studying any other subject because you have
to practice, which should be a lifetime activity.
“You always have this instrument that
you’re cultivating and your working on every

day,” said Martinez. “The idea is to incorporate this instrument in your life, and working
on it every day will lead to success.”
Students in this program are expected to
attend graduate school or make a loyal effort
to obtain employment as a performer.
“It’s important to know that competition
is stiff, and that it’s more than a full time job
if you’re not in love with playing your instrument,” stated Professor Sarah Kapps.
“Performance majors do have to understand
that it is hard out there, so it’s a good idea to
get the teacher certification because then they
can always go on to do performance after
that.”
According to Kapps, the programs
require full discipline, so students who start
teaching can make it in any school system.
Joe Martinez, a music education major,
ultimately wants to be a choral director for a
junior high or high school.
“Teaching music is hardly the hardest
job and you get paid for doing music,” said
student Martinez. “I wouldn’t mind teaching
in the Valley because it is our duty to bring
culture to a place that doesn’t value the arts as
much as other places.”
However, teaching is not the only option
for UTPA music graduates.
“Many of our students have gone into
band, choral and mariachi directing,” said
Guerra.
According to Professor Martinez, money
should not be the ultimate goal for music students.
“The goal has to be the sheer fact that
you’ve mastered your instrument and that’syour reward,” he said.

(From left to
right)Marcelino
Farias IV,
Salvador
Marmolojo
and, Victor
Ramirez are
music majors
practicing for
the UTPA
Orchestra.
They are
sophomores
and cello
players in the
string section.

Joel De la Rosa/The Pan American

FILMMAKER
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basically the only resource I get from the
university because I’m just fortunate enough
to work for the video tech department, and
everybody there is just so helpful with my
endeavors.”
According to Flores, finding a camera is
almost impossible. For “Grounded,” Flores
used his younger sister’s camera because he
thought his wasn’t up to par.
"As far as the equipment, that is the
biggest drawback," stated Flores. "And I
think the reason for that is that people aren't
exposed to the movie making process."
As Flores mentioned, working on a particular part of a film: pre-production, production, or post-production—can become a horrible moment. His struggle now is distributing "Grounded."
“Right now, the [obstacle] is trying to
get people to watch it,” explained Flores. “I
think pimping a movie is the hardest part.”
Flores has chosen distributing his film
over screening it once or twice. He charges
$5 for a copy of his film. He said the money
goes to the packaging and making copies.

Seeing Valley musicians and bands sell
their demos and other merchandise to people
gave Flores the idea to do the same with his
films.
“Nobody’s ever done it (that I’m aware
of) down here, or anywhere else that I’ve
heard of before,” Flores said. “Everybody
just puts their movie on the Internet, which I
think is just lazy.”
So far, over the past few weeks, Flores
has sold close to 40 copies of “Grounded.”
He anticipates selling over 75.
As of right now, Flores is a bit unsure
about his future in film.
“I never really anticipate anything, actually,” commented Flores. “I never really sell
myself as to make a living out of being a
filmmaker, I don’t anticipate anything, really.
Whenever I envision a project, I never look
that far into the future, I just look to get that
film made. I don’t think I can answer that
question until I get something bigger made.”
For
more
information
about
“Grounded,”
e-mail
Flores
at
RagingBollocks@aol.com.

Concert promotes
voter registration
By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American
There are only a handful of weeks
before the United States holds its presidential election. As candidates visit several key
swing-voter states to push their agendas,
special interest groups are encouraging voters young and old about the importance of
registering to vote. In efforts to do their
part, a few members of the Valley music
scene have arranged a show in order to register young voters for what has been dubbed
the most important election year to date.
The show, "Freedom is Free" will be
held at the Veterans of Foreign Wars
(V.F.W.) in McAllen on Sept. 17. The show
was created to promote the importance of
voting and conquering the first step of voting which is getting people registered to
vote with their county.
University of Texas- Pan American art
student Dennis Zamarron explained the
importance of voting.
"I think it’s important to vote this year
because people need to voice their opinion
in a forum that’s highly recognized,"
Zamarron said. "I know most voter apathy

is chalked up to "My vote doesn’t count,"
however, it really doesn’t count if you didn’t make the effort."
Marc Villarreal, who is known to
Valley scenesters as Marc Hardcore, is a
UTPA graduate who currently lives in
Austin. Hardcore is the vocalist of one of
the performing bands, The Malcontent
Party, and believes it’s important to get rid
of the voter apathy in the Valley that occurs
mainly among Valley youth.
"I know that back home there isn’t a lot
of voter turn out, and if there is, it’s just
older people," said Hardcore. "The Valley
tends to be a little bit apathetic politically at
times, and I wanted to have something that
was free and get people motivated."
In the 2000 election, only 42 percent of
voters in the 18-25-age bracket voted,
which is the demographic that these shows
target.
While Hardcore said that the show, its
promoters, and involved bands aren’t
encouraging people to vote, for one particular party or idea, he does want them to be
aware of the war effort and what it could
mean to young people.
See FREEDOM page 11

AROUND TOWN
Poetry
Sept. 17 from 8 p.m. - 10 p.m.
Place: Art Awakenings
Event: The public is invited to come
share their poetry at the Spanish Poetry
Open Mic.
Price: Donations are accepted.
Phone: (956) 668-1366

Play
Sept. 17-18 at 8 p.m. and Sept. 19 at
2:30 p.m.
Place: Harlingen Performing Arts
Theater
Event: Come watch a comedic performance of “Harvey.”
Phone: (956) 412-7529

Festival
Sept. 18 at 10 a.m. and Sept. 19 at 12
p.m.
Place: Dodge Arena
Event: Children and adults alike are
welcome to the 8th annual RGV Kids
Expo and Safety Festival.
Phone: 1-866-RIO-TIXX

Concert
Sept. 23 at 8:30 p.m.
Place: La Villa Real Special Events
Center
Event: Come enjoy the musical stylings
of country music singer, Clint Black.
Price: Reserved tickets are $86, $66,
and $56. General admission is $36.
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UTPA staff member delivers third short film

By EDWINA P. GARZA
The Pan American

the perfect length for a short without letting people lose interest.”
Flores wrote the script in a day, rehearsed with his cast for
There isn’t a time Fernando A. Flores can remember not
five
days,
and used two days to shoot the film. With the sumbeing interested in film.
mer
heat
in
the Valley, Flores needed to be creative when
Up until high school, Flores’ only interaction with it was
arranging
times
to shoot. Scenes within the home were shot in
as a spectator. But some time in his junior year, Flores and a
the
evening,
and
scenes outside were done afternoon. In order
few friends worked on making their own films
to eliminate excessive
instead of watching them. Nearly five years
noise, the air condilater, as a University of Texas-Pan American
tioner was turned off
video technician, Flores, 22, has finished writduring indoor scenes.
ing and directing his third short film with the
After working for a
help of a few friends.
while that become
“Grounded,” a story about two roomuncomfortable.
mates, saw its conception after Flores worked
“People sweat
as a crew member for a New York filmmaker
and people get angry,”
in April. As a part of a group of filmmakers
explained Flores.
including director Raul Castillo and producer
The other two
Miguel Alvarez, Flores helped his friends out
films
Flores has made,
in making, “There’s No Heroin in Heaven,” by
including
“Sometime
handling the duties of grip, production assisToday,”
which
was
tant, as well as being assistant to the cinescreened at UTPA
matographer. He explained that he took whatnearly two years ago,
ever role needed to be occupied when nobody
have been short films.
else was available to fill it.
Edwina P. Garza/The Pan American
Flores said he hasn’t
“Every time, every project, afterward I’ve
moved toward making
Fernando
A.
Flores
takes
a
break
from
his
creative
learned something that I can take into the next
a feature film because
endeavors,
and
enjoys
a
cup
of
coffee
at
a
local
coffee
project and that mistake will never happen
over the years he’s
again,” Flores said of his experience as a shop.
been learning more
crewmember and filmmaker. “I gained so
about
filmmaking.
much momentum after working on that film, I learned so much
“I’ve been gradually gaining more and more experience as
and it made me want to work on something this summer. If I
to
how
to handle a feature length movie,” he said. “That’s why
hadn’t worked on that I wouldn’t [have] shot this.”
I
like
short
films, there’s more room for mistakes.”
Flores commented that the 12-minute running time, “[Is]
He also mentions that working as a crew member is a good

learning experience because seeing other filmmaker’s mistakes
is the best way to learn about films.
Flores said he plans to work on a feature film within the
next year. He wants to make his journey up to feature length
slowly, so his next project is a 30-minute film. Flores also has
plans to work with the New York filmmaker he worked with
before he began “Grounded.”
Flores’ process for working on a film is simple. To start,
there’s only one draft of the script. He calls rewriting “evil” and
said it creates panic. Next comes the toughest part, getting a
cast, a crew, and location.

“Right now, the [obstacle] is
trying to get people to watch it. I
think pimping a movie is the
hardest part.”
-Fernando Flores
Filmmaker
“It’s horrible work,” mentioned Flores. “That’s the worst
part about it, I think. I think that every phase that you’re in is a
horrible situation. One of the scariest things in the world is
making a movie.”
Another obstacle when it comes to filmmaking in the
Valley is finding equipment to work with.
“The equipment is so scarce, and I’m very, very poor,”
Flores said. “Fortunately, I work for the university where they
give me access to the sound equipment when I need it. That is
See FILMMAKER page 10

Cho uses comedy to voice political opinions
By AARON LOZANO
The Pan American
Comedian and minority rights activist Margaret Cho
made a proposal for the gay and lesbian community during
her fourth one-woman comedy tour, “State of Emergency,” in
San Antonio last Thursday.
The proposal was a simple idea in protest of the Bush
Administration attempt on banning homosexual marriages.
They should go on a marriage strike she joked adding,
"Oh, who gonna do yo’ hair and makeup now, and you can
forget about any sort of flower arrangement."
The audience laughed and clapped in agreement in a
soldout Majestic Theater, which seats 2,500.
With the campaign heating up quickly, Cho is diving in
headfirst and using her comic celebrity as a tool to voice her
views against the Republican incumbent George W. Bush.
In her tours, appearances on political talk shows like
HBO’s “Real Time with Bill Maher” and her website
www.MargaretCho.com alike, Cho’s comedic talent shines
through her comments on culture, politics and her personal
life.
Unlike her previous tours, “I’m the one that I want,
Notorious C.H.O.,” and “The Cho Revolution,” her most
recent cross-country show is largely based on her political
leanings about the campaign, and it’s mostly attacking the

current president.
As described by the Chicago Tribune, her previous work
has been raunchy enough to make Richard Pryor blush. Cho
didn’t hold back her candid dirty humor in San Antonio, not
even when describing this year’s race for presidency.
"This presidential race is the biggest d*** contest in history," Cho joked,
"Your d**k is indecisive! Your d**k started an unnecessary war! Your d**k didn't get injured enough in Vietnam!
Your d**k didn't even go to Vietnam!"
While most of the audience burst out laughing, there
were a few non-supporters of Cho who sat in the front row
and did not laugh, in an attempt to intimidate the comedian.
The small group left minutes before the audience gave Cho a
standing ovation.
The Cho team of employees behind the “State of
Emergency” tour hopes that the show will at least get people
to vote while making them laugh according to her website.
The tour's primary targets are the swing states.
Cho, is currently producing her first narrative feature,
“Bam Bam and Celeste” and has been working on a peoples’
rights comedy rap album under the self-proclaimed rap artist
name MCMC.
Cho, who said that she is not straight, gay or bisexual,
was a Grammy nominee for Best Comedy Album and has
been honored by the Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against

Defamation (GLAAD), American Women in Radio and
Television, the Lambda Legal Defense and Education Fund,
the National Gay and Lesbian Task Force, the Asian American
Legal Defense and Education Fund, Parents, Friends and
Family of Lesbians and Gays (PFLAG) and the National
Organization for Women for "making a significant difference
in promoting equal rights for all, regardless of race, sexual
orientation or gender identity."
Sho also writes a daily blog on her website.

Photo Courtesy of video.margaretcho.net
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Sparks
fly in
Sparks’
novel
Not often does a person read a
book and truly feel inspired.
Nowadays, it almost seems impossible to find a book so fascinating that
the reader can't seem to put it down.
Yet, there are authors who still
believe in the art of creating timeless
tales, and because of these individuals readers can step into another
world as a story unfolds before their
eyes.

Story by Dulce Gonzalez

Nicholas Sparks ("A Walk To Remember,"
"Message In A Bottle") is one of those rare authors
whose novels transport readers into another world.
Soon the reader feels like he or she is experiencing
everything with the characters. Sparks' excellent
choice of words helps paint vivid pictures, as well
as evokes a rush of emotions from the reader.
His different novels range in length and topics from self-discovery, to revenge, heroic endeavors, and finally to those that deal with love. This
final theme was Sparks’ inspiration for "The
Notebook" and "The Wedding," a follow-up novel
to the first.

"The Notebook"
In this novel, which became a motion picture
this summer, readers learn the story of Noah
Calhoun and Allie Nelson. Two teenagers who fall
in love one summer. But the harsh reality of their
social differences keep them apart. As the summer
comes to an end Nelson must leave Calhoun and
New Bern, N.C. for her home in Raleigh.
"The Notebook" begins from the perspective
of 80-year-old Calhoun. He describes himself as
an ordinary man who has led a common life. Now,
as a resident of Creekside Extended Care Facility
he remembers the life he once had.
"I am a common man with common thoughts,
and I've led a common life,” said Calhoun, when
he begins to recount his story. “There are no monuments dedicated to me and my name will soon be
forgotten, but I've loved another with all my heart
and soul, and to me, this has always been enough."
His days at Creekside has been peaceful, but
he longs to have the life he once had. Calhoun’s
days are now occupied by faith. As the couple
grows old she is struck with Alzheimer's disease
and no longer remembers who she is, much less
her life with Calhoun. Day after day he finds himself trekking to his love’s room to read to her from
a notebook in which their incredible love story is
written. He has an enduring faith that after hearing
their story for a split second she will remember.
Sparks allows his readers to learn about the
life that the pair shared when they initially fell in
love in the 1940s. The author demonstrates how,
when they were young they would find themselves
falling in love over and over again on the days
Calhoun succeeded in getting Nelson to remember
their former lives.
The grandparents of Sparks’ wife, Catherine
Sparks inspired “The Notebook.” They spent over
60 years together. According to the author, his
wife's grandparents deeply loved each other
throughout their entire marriage. Even in their last
years they found ways to show each other how
much they cared for one another. He commented
that he wanted to write a book about unconditional love.
The novel was written in a six-month period
completed in January 1995. The story was sold to
publishers in October 1995 and Warner Books
published it a year later.
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Movie adaptations are becoming a popular
trend in the movie industry. In June 2004, Sparks'
novel was brought to the big screen nationwide.
An all-star cast starring Ryan Gosling ("The
Slaughter Rule") and Rachel McAdams ("Mean
Girls") brought to life the passion of two kids who
were never able to forget their summer of love.
The movie rings true to the old cliche that behind
every great love is a great story. The movie is able
to carry the message of the power of true love. His
novels have been made into motion pictures such
as “Message in a Bottle,” with Kevin Costner and
Paul Newman, and “A Walk to Remember,” with
Mandy Moore.
In “The Notebook,” Sparks does an excellent
job in carrying out the theme of everlasting and
unconditional love. Page after page readers can
see how a person's first love can make an everlasting impression.
"When love is real, it doesn't matter what
turns the road takes," Sparks said. "When love is
real, the joys and possibilities are endless."
"The Notebook" was not the end of the road.
The love story continued in a different way. It took
shape in other people's hearts.
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“When love is real,
the joys and
possibilities are endless.”
-Nicholas Sparks

"The Wedding"
The follow-up novel to "The Notebook" deals
with love, but not the same love that Calhoun and
Nelson shared. Readers quickly learn the story of
the main character, Wilson Lewis, and the series of
mistakes he made that almost cost him his marriage.
His job as an attorney always kept him busy.
He spent too little time at home, devoting himself
completely to his work, and the responsibility of
raising a family was left to his wife. He always
missed the recitals, plays, and birthday parties.
After being married for 29 years to his wife,
Jane he forgot their anniversary. This was the culminating incident that truly hurt his wife and after
that day their relationship was never quite the
same, and the sadness never left her eyes.
After so many years, had Lewis’ wife really
fallen out of love? That is the question Lewis
keeps playing over in his head until he realizes that
she has, and thatit is entirely his fault.
After contemplating his marriage, Lewis realizes that he doesn't want to lose his wife.
Throughout the years his love for her has grown
stronger. After bearing three children she still
takes his breath away. Wilson's problem is that he
does not know how to express his true feelings.
Growing up, he never heard his parents say anything about loving to one another. They did love
one another, but never expressed themselves in
front of him. Yet, in order to save his marriage
Lewis knows he must do whatever it takes, even if
it means learning to express himself.
For their 30th anniversary, Lewis knows he
must plan something truly special for his wife. Not
knowing where to begin he seeks advice from his
father-in-law, Noah Calhoun. The enduring love

Photo by Franco Caballero/The Pan American
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story of Calhoun and Nelson would serve as an inspiration to
Jane's husband. Recently a widower, Calhoun is happy to
pass his wisdom to his son-in-law.
As the wedding anniversary gets closer, Lewis has to
find a way to surprise his wife so she can fall in love with him
again. As the day approaches, their eldest daughter, Anna
announces she will be getting married. He uses the wedding
as a way to get closer to his wife and renew their lost love.
The story takes life with Sparks’ use of flashbacks
between the wedding preparations and the beginning of
Lewis’ life with his wife. While preparing for his daughter’s
wedding, he remembers special moments with his wife like
their first date, the first kiss, and their wedding.
This tale of lost love and renewal is further brought to
life by the presence of Calhoun, and as the story unfolds he is

a symbol that all things are possible. In the first novel,
Calhoun does whatever it takes to make his true love happy,
and despite their economical differences, he makes their love
survive. In "The Wedding" Calhoun represents the idea that
even though Wilson and Jane’s marriage has deteriorated, all
is possible, and love could find a way back into their lives.
This story rings true to its theme of love and renewal.
Readers are easily drawn into the struggle Lewis faces in his
marriage, as well as his search for reconciliation. Book critics have praised Sparks’ way of showing Lewis’ attempt to
win back his wife. Booklist magazine, a digital counterpart of
the American Library Association, described Wilson as a
“heroic character.”
"Sparks is at his romantic best in this tender love story
about a flawed hero trying to right his wrongs," said a

Booklist critic.
Sparks began writing “The Wedding” in August 2002
and finished in April 2003.
According to www.readinggroupguides.com, Sparks
does not consider this novel a sequel to “The Notebook”
because in reality it's not. He stated that a sequel would have
concentrated on the lives of Calhoun and Nelson after the last
moments in the first book. Instead he did a follow-up about
the next generation in the couple’s lives.
These two novels show readers that love endures, and is
made possible through faith and persistence. Once true love
is found, it changes a person completely.
Sparks’ precise use of language enables readers to feel
like they are also part of the stories. The romance in these two
books is so believable that one can't help shed a few tears.

